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                                                      Present Perfect Tense 
The present perfect tense refers to an action or state that either occurred at an indefinite time in 

the past (e.g. W e have talked before) or began in the past and continued to the present time (e.g.  

He has grown impatient over the last hour). This tense is formed by have/has + the past 

participle (V3). 

Present perfect tense combines the present tense and the perfect aspect used to express an event 

that happened in the past and has present consequences. This tense is used to show a link 

between the present and past.  

Using Present Perfect Tense 
To create the present perfect tense of any verb, you combine the present tense of the verb 

"to have" plus the past participle of the main verb of the sentence.  

One example of this tense is: "have jumped." "Have" is the present tense and "jumped" is the 

past participle. Some other forms of this tense are: 

 Has lived: She has lived here all her life. 

 Have worked: I have worked here since I graduated school. 

 Have been: We have been to Canada. 

 Has forgotten: She has forgotten her folder. 

There are many different situations where the present perfect tense can be used. It can be 

used in the following ways: 

 To describe an action that is being repeated between the past and present. Example: We have 

gone to the beach many times. 

 To describe an action that started in the past and is still continuing in the future. Example: I have 

lived in the United States since 1990. 

 To describe an action that has not yet been finished. Example: It has rained a lot this month. 

 To describe an action that was completed in the recent past. Example: I have just finished my 

internship at the museum. 

Examples of Present Perfect Tense 
Present perfect tense can be used with expressions that are unspecific in time: 

 I have lost my purse. 

 We have seen this movie already. 

 He has broken his leg. 

 There has been an accident. 

Some examples of present perfect tense used to express an unfinished period of time are: 

 We haven't seen her today. 

 They have been to the mall twice this month. 

 She has watched that show three times this week. 

 

 

 



 

Examples of using present perfect in talking about events that happened in the recent past 

but the effect of the recent event is still felt in the present include: 

 The children have made a mess in the kitchen. 

 He has started a new job. 

 She has finished her chores. 

Present perfect tense can be used in questions as well. Here are some examples: 

 Where have you left my sandals? 

 Have you visited England? 

 Has she met John? 

Other Combinations of Words  

In addition, you can use time-related adverbs in the present perfect tense, as long as they don't 

refer to a time which is finished. These words include: "already," "just" and "yet." Some 

examples of how these words are used are: 

 The book came out yesterday, but I have already read it. (Already is used to express that 

something has happened sooner than expected.) 

 She has just left the building. (Just is used to convey that the event is happened short time ago.) 

 He hasn't finished it yet. (Yet is used in negative sentences to mean that something is expected to 

happen. 

Present perfect tense can also be used in questions using the words "already" and "yet." For 

example: 

 Why has he gone already? 

 Have you called your mom yet? 

 Has Anthony played basketball yet? 

 

 

                                       Exercise 

Fill in the gaps with the right forms of the verbs in brackets to complete the following 

sentences in the form of present perfect tense. 

1. They ___________London this month. (leave) 

2. He_______________ a lot of English papers. (bring) 

3. She ______________ me about it. (tell) 

4. I ________________ a long letter from my father this week. (get) 

5. She (just) _________________ she will speak to you in a minute. (come) 

6. I think the director __________________ the town. (leave) 

7. I ________________ my office. (paint) 

8. We _________________ her since she arrived to our city. (know) 

9. I _________________  your name. (forget) 

10. He ________________ the door. (close) 

 

Dear students, please attach this handout with your English exercise book. 
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